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Technology Strategy Board

• A national body set up 
to invest in business innovation

• We come from business 
(and the public sector)

• We work across business, 
universities and government

• We are investing £1bn over 
the current 3 years
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We’re aware of how 
trends shape markets
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And several more strategies have been published….

For instance ….. 

Challenges & opportunities
inform our strategies…



Driving Innovation

... which underpin our investments

The innovation climate

Challenge-led innovation

Technology-inspired
innovation

2008-9 2010-11
£1 billion  investment 
over 3 years
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Main support mechanisms for business

• Competitions for funding

• SBRI (pre-commercial procurement)

• Knowledge Transfer Networks

• Knowledge Transfer Partnerships

• Support to European programmes
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How does the TSB invest in ICT

• Fostering the innovation climate

• Digital investment programme 

• Technology–inspired ICT innovation

• Challenge inspired innovation
– Innovation Platforms
– Through application areas

• Support to EU programmes

• Pre-commercial procurement
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Technology-inspired ICT innovation

• ICT Strategy
– Stimulate demand for innovative ICT
– Highlighted 4 key technology challenges for 

the UK

• Data driven systems, intelligent systems, 
user centric systems, engineering of ICT 
systems.

.
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Other programmes investing
in ICT innovation

• Innovation platforms
– Network Security Innovation Platform 
– Assisted Living Innovation Platform 
– Intelligent Transport System and Services

• Application areas
– Creative Industries

• E.g.  It is estimated that about 80% of overall TSB 
investment in this area has been in ICT innovation

– High value services
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Digital investment programme

Infrastructure
Underpinning 
enablers

Access, protection & empowerment
Security, privacy, trust and usability 

for the consumer

content and 
services

Business models 
and tools to 
create value

Application areas

Users
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Digital Testbed intiative

• An environment to simulate new business models 
across boundaries 

• Where real members of the public and 
businesses will try out new services and new 
equipment, new ways to run business and new 
businesses on the Internet

• A place to understand what will work for business 
over the coming ten years.
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Competition
Network Services Demonstrators

• (up to) £2m to fund a small number of projects 
that will establish “network services 
demonstrators” OPENED ON MAY 10th

• National ‘hotspots’ for trials and innovation 
– in business models, applications and services 
– that centre on advanced network infrastructure and 

service enablers
• http://www.innovateuk.org/content/competition/digital-testbed-

network-services-demonstrators.ashx
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Digital Testbed

• The competition is part of a larger Digital 
Testbed investment
– A framework to support experimentation with enablers 

not widely available in realistic scenarios

• A system is being commissioned to provide 
“TRIAL SUPPORT” facilities for a wide range of 
players in the digital ecosystem – scheduled to 
go live in the autumn

• Many opportunities for SME to get involved
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Upcoming competition: 
“Collaboration across industries”

• (up to) £10m competition
• Aiming to bring together internet players and 

communities
• Work in the overlaps: proposals eligible only if 

straddling at least two areas 
• Two types of projects: R&D and Trials
• Round 1 opening June 2010 
• Stay tuned

NETWORKS

CONTENT & 
SERVICESPEOPLE
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• To stimulate innovation in support of 
Digital industries and to inform further 
investments in innovation

• Aligned with challenges outlined in Our 
Strategy for Digital Britain

• Four areas of focus:

– Enabling technologies for the internet

– New applications and services

– Future scenarios in access of Public Sector Information

– Cost effective deployment and operation of infrastructure

Feasibility Studies
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•£2m competition launched in Sept ;09  (closed!)
•Single company funding, up to £25k @75% cost
•Over 500 applications, predominantly small companies
•84 projects funded

Digital Britain Feasibility Studies
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Innovation Climate

• The Innovation Climate is about fostering a better 
climate for innovation in the UK, and is embedded in 
everything we do

• We promote knowledge transfer across communities 
and sectors, and between our project portfolios 

• We fund 15 Knowledge Transfer Networks
in key market sectors and technology areas
• E.g Creative Industries KTN, Digital Systems KTN, 

Digital Communications KTN

• We promote knowledge transfer between academia and 
industry through the Knowledge Transfer Partnership
scheme (www.ktponline.org.uk)
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http://www.innovateuk.org

twitter: maurizio_tsb 
Dr. Maurizio Pilu

THANK YOU


