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A joint CW Connected Devices SIG & IoT Meet up  
‘Blockchain: a waste of resources, or the future of networking?’ 

5th June 2018 
Sponsored by Fetch.ai and hosted by Bradfield Centre 

This SIG is championed by Paul Green of Iotic Labs, Nick Hunn of WiFore, Antony Rix of 8power and Granta 
Innovation and Tim Whittaker of Cambridge Consultants 

 

Venue: The Bradfield Centre, 184 Cambridge Science Park, Cambridge, CB4 0GA 

AGENDA  

17:30 Registration and networking over refreshments 

18:00 Introduction to event from Chair, Paul Green, Iotic Labs 

18:05 ‘The first rule of blockchain club is…’ 
Toby Simpson, Co-founder and CTO, Fetch.ai 
Decentralised ledger technology is more than you might think. Don’t let it sneak up on you by 
misunderstanding what it is, what it does, what it could do and how it will become a part of all of our 
future lives. 

18:30 Q&A 

18:35 ‘Blockchain in context – is it any good?’ 

Antony Rix, CEO and Founder, Granta Innovation 
Antony will cut through the hype to discuss what blockchains are useful for, and what they are not, 
highlighting key factors that investors, developers and enterprises should consider before adopting the 
technology. 

19:00 Q&A 

19:05 Open Forum chaired by Paul Green, Iotic Labs 
Introduction from Amy Cameron, STL Partners.  

19:25 Closing remarks 

19:30 Refreshments and networking 

20:30 Event closes 

With the permission of the speakers, presentations will be loaded to the CW website on the day following the event 

 

Profile of organisers 

Cambridge Wireless (CW) 
CW is the leading international community for companies involved in the research, development and application of 
wireless and mobile, internet, semiconductor and software technologies. With over 400 members from major 
network operators and device manufacturers to innovative start-ups and universities, CW stimulates debate and 
collaboration, harnesses and shares knowledge, and helps to build connections between academia and industry. 
CW's 20 Special Interest Groups (SIGs) provide its members with a dynamic forum where they can network with 
their peers, track the latest technology trends and business developments and position their organisations in key 
market sectors. CW also organises major conferences and start-up competitions along with other high-quality 
industry networking events and dinners. With headquarters at the heart of Cambridge, UK, CW partners with other 
international industry clusters and organisations to extend its reach and remain at the forefront of global 
developments and business opportunities. www.cambridgewireless.co.uk 

 

 

http://www.cambridgewireless.co.uk/
http://www.cambridgewireless.co.uk/


 

 

05.06.18, Cambridge, UK       @CambWireless  #CWCD www.cambridgewireless.co.uk 
 

Meet up: Cambridge Internet of Things  
We're a group interested in the rise of the Internet of Things, Ubiquitous Computing, M2M, Connected Devices, and 
Wearable Computing. Whatever you prefer to call it, Cambridge is a natural hub with its long history of technical 
innovation. This group aims to be a focal point to bring people together to learn, make, and build relationships 
which will reinvent our world. www.meetup.com/Cambridge-Internet-of-Things  

 

Profile of sponsor 

Fetch ai 
The world’s first adaptive, self-organising ‘smart ledger’. Fetch is a next-generation protocol, invented by world-
leading AI experts, that enables a digital world where Autonomous Economic Agents can perform proactive 
economic activity. With unrivalled performance and scalability, Fetch is the missing critical infrastructure for 
tomorrow’s digital economy. https://fetch.ai 
 

Profile of host 

The Bradfield Centre 
The Bradfield Centre is a collaborative entrepreneurial community of technology start-ups and scale-ups housed in 
a stunning building at the heart of the Cambridge Science Park. The new Centre is expected to become the 
gateway and focal point for Cambridge’s ever-expanding technology cluster. Designed to appeal to entrepreneurs, 
researchers and students, the Centre will become home to innovative high growth start-up and scale-up 
businesses. These will work alongside project teams from more mature, innovative businesses developing exciting 
new products. The Bradfield Centre was part-funded by the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial 
Strategy (BEIS) and is managed by workspace operators Central Working on behalf of Trinity College. The Centre is 
the largest of Central Working’s global network of rapidly expanding membership-based communities. 
goo.gl/ewDDVo 
 

Profile of speakers 

Toby Simpson, Co-founder and CTO, Fetch.ai 
Toby is a pioneer in AI, autonomous agents and shared virtual world technology. He produced the cult hit 
Creatures series and was one of the initial team at DeepMind looking at nature’s contribution to Artificial General 
Intelligence. It was the investigation into P2P distributed ledger technology and blockchain which led to the 
realisation that the Fetch’s vision is within reach. https://fetch.ai 

Antony Rix, CEO and Founder, Granta Innovation  
Granta Innovation focuses on helping enterprises benefit from new technology. AI, communications, data systems 
and IoT are already transforming the way we live and work, and there is much more to come. What key 
opportunities does blockchain offer investors, companies and ordinary people? https://granta.io/ 

Amy Cameron, Senior Analyst at STL Partners 
Amy is a Senior Analyst at STL Partners, where she has worked on projects including how telcos should approach 
new technologies like blockchain and AI and adjacent verticals like healthcare. Her research aims to identify where 
new technologies can be game changers that will enable telcos to address entirely new opportunities, versus 
practical tools to improve core business processes. Before joining STL in 2017, Amy was Head of ICT Research at 
BMI Research, as well as the lead analyst covering markets in the Middle East and Africa. 
https://stlpartners.com/  
 

Profile of SIG Champions 

Paul Green - Creative Director, Iotic Labs 
Paul originated Arkessa in 2006 - the business that provides remote internet services to multitudes of machines. 
He is currently creating the services Arkessa will offer in five year's time. His professional life combined 
engineering and science has taken him through a variety of roles, including design and production engineering, 
business planning, marketing and corporate sales, mainly in the telecommunications sector. Interestingly, the first 
product he introduced to manufacture is now is in the Science Museum in London. A passionate and committed 
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Christian, Paul is as excited about materials science and quantum physics as he is interested in railways, walking, 
skiing and the natural world. www.iotic-labs.com 

Nick Hunn - CTO, WiFore Consulting 
For the past thirty years Nick has been closely involved with short range wireless and communications, designing 
technology that helps to bring mobility to products, particularly in the areas of telematics, M2M, IoT, wearables, 
smart energy and mobile health. He is closely involved with the Bluetooth SIG, the Continua Alliance and other 
medical and wireless standards bodies. He is the author of 'The Essentials of Short Range Wireless' - a book 
attempting to explain the application of wireless technology to product developers. www.wifore.com  

Antony Rix - CEO and Founder, Granta Innovation, Strategic Advisor, 8power 
Antony has spent his career developing new technologies and building businesses around them. His PhD in 
machine learning and signal processing turned into his first startup, Psytechnics. At TTP, he delivered pioneering 
projects in mobile video, enterprise systems, medical devices and wireless communications. In 2016 he founded 
8power to develop novel technology spun out from the University of Cambridge. Antony now leads Granta 
Innovation, a consultancy specialising in IoT, machine learning and AI. https://granta.io www.8power.com  

Tim Whittaker - Wireless Audio/Visual & DECT systems, Cambridge Consultants  
Cambridge Consultants was started in 1960 to pioneer the delivery of independent design and development 
services in electronic, mechanical and product engineering: we are one of the founder companies of the high-
technology Cambridge phenomenon. Our history of world-class services is augmented by our development of 
intellectual property in telecommunications, software, silicon and medical devices, and by more than 20 successful 
spin-out ventures. Today Cambridge Consultants employs 350 engineers, scientists, project managers and 
technicians with offices in Cambridge, UK and Cambridge, MA in the USA; we provide the full range of services for 
excellent product design to a worldwide client base in the wireless, consumer, industrial and medical markets. Tim 
Whittaker is a System Architect in the Wireless business unit, where he has taken the technical lead in projects 
using radio standards like Bluetooth, ZigBee, DECT, and in the creation of specialist communications schemes for 
new applications, or to use new spectrum allocations. www.cambridgeconsultants.com  
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